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Background 

Promoting Local Innovation (PROLINNOVA) is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) working in collaboration with Limpopo Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (LDARD), Universities of Limpopo (UL) and Venda (UNIVEN) and Eastern and Southern small-scale Farmers Forum of South Africa (ESAFF 
SA) to promote Participatory Innovation Development (PID) in Ga-Mphahlele, Capricorn District, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  A Limpopo PROLINNOVA 
Task Team (LPTT) was formed to collaborate towards promotion of  local innovations. 

Methodology 

The task team introduced PROLINNOVA to Ga-Mphahlele villages, identified and 

documented local innovations from the local stakeholders (Farmers and a local 

NGOs) of the three villages of Tjiane, Mashite and Sefalaolo in the Capricorn District 

of Limpopo Province. The differences between innovation and indigenous knowledge 

were explained to the stakeholders. When the stakeholders understood the concept, 

they then formed a Local Multi-Stakeholder Platform with the help of the LPTT. The 

Local Multi-Stakeholder platform was responsible for selection of three potential in-

novation for the implementation of PID according to guidelines of PROLINNOVA. 

Results 

The identified PIDs are homemade fertilizer, ethnoveterinary medicine for livestock, 

and alleviating malnutrition and hunger. Homemade fertilizer was selected for imple-

mentation of PID. A farmer-led joint experimentation was established with locally 

homemade fertilizer applied to tomatoes. The PID process was conducted in consider-

ation of all ethical issues. The other two local innovations were documented and pub-

lished on the PROLINNOVA website (www.prolinnova.net). 

Conclusion 

• Collaborative partnership in promoting farmers innovation require farmers to be leaders in the research process and other stakeholders to contribute equally.  

• Some of the farmer local innovations, for example; the ethnoveterinary medicine for livestock require proper consultation with Limpopo Department of Econom-

ic Development, Environment and Tourism to acquire permit for harvesting local materials for experimentation. 

• The PID on homemade fertilizer is on-going and has so far convinced researchers, academics and other stakeholders that given a chance, farmers are able to 

guide experts on how to solve their farming problems rather than the technical transfer of technology and knowledge.  

 

Pic 1:  Limpopo PROLINNOVA task team introduce the concept of 

PROLINNOVA to the community. 

Pic 2: Farmers preparing ethnoveterinary medicine 

for livestock 

Pic 3: Farmers packaging spinach for alleviating 

malnutrition and hunger for orphans and elderly people 

Pic 4: A farmer is packing tomatoes produced 

during PID process for the local market  


