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Introduction

Ghana is among four African countries under the global Prolinnova® network implementing a three-
year project to promote and strengthen farmer-led research and innovation of rural small-scale
farmers. The main goal is to strengthen the innovation capacities of small-scale farmers, particularly
women and women’s groups, to improve food and nutrition security and increase resilience to
climate change and poverty. Key activities being implemented by the project include: jointly
identifying and documenting important local innovations, further developing, promoting and scaling
the innovations for wider adoption, and engaging stakeholders in agricultural research and
development (ARD) and government decision-makers to institutionalise the approach of promoting
local innovation and farmer-led participatory research.

Farmer innovation fairs

Organising farmer innovation fairs (FIFs) is one key strategy the project uses to advocate for
mainstreaming of the farmer-led research and innovation approach into ARD policies, programmes
and activities so as to sustainably improve the situation of small-scale rural farmers. In March 2022,
ACDEP in collaboration with NABOCADO-Bongo and CEAL organised FIFs in Bongo and Walewale
Districts, respectively. The purpose was to provide innovators the opportunity to showcase and share
their innovations in food security, animal health and environmental management to the general
public, government authorities and other development stakeholders.

Bongo farmer innovation fair

There were 29 exhibitors including 21 women and 8 men
at the Bongo innovation fair. The innovation products
exhibited included local nutritious foods and food
products such as tubani, local rice, sheabutter,
dawadawa condiments, tamarind juice, weaning-mix
flour, animal feeds, organic pesticides, local tree
seedlings and herbal medicines for livestock diseases.
Over 500 people attended the fair. They included the
Chief Executive of Bongo District, District Director of

_ ™ Agriculture and field extension officers and the Business

Officials visit innovators’ stands at fair Advisor of Ghana Enterprise Agency (GEA). Others were

staff of the Department of Community Development

and Social Welfare, Department of Cooperative Society, Ghana News Agency, Bongo Community

Radio, local NGOs, community chiefs, opinion leaders, women’s groups and other farmers. During

inspection and interaction with the innovators, led by the District Chief Executive, each innovator

shared his/her innovation, explaining how it started, the innovation process and benefits derived in
nutritional, economic, health and environmental terms.

Prolinnova is an international learning and advocacy network that promotes local innovativeness and farmer-led joint
research processes for innovation development in ecologically oriented agriculture and natural resource management.
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The officials encouraged the general public to
embrace the farmer-innovation concept as home-
grown interventions and solutions to attain
sustainable development and livelihoods. The
innovators used the opportunity and sold out some
of their products, which brought in some income,
and made their contact information available to the
participants for supplies if they want to buy more in
future. In his speech, Dominic Aniah Avea, Director
of livelihoods and advocacy, NABOCADO, said: “The
adverse impact of climate change, coupled with

Women'’s innovation groups at the fair excessive use of agrochemicals on farmlands, were
deteriorating the soil’s nutrients, causing harm to the environment and posing a threat to food
security. This situation calls for innovation using indigenous knowledge, skills and available local
resources to produce organic manure and animal feed to increase food and livestock productivity
whilst preserving the environment. Farmer innovations and technologies therefore need to be better
recognised and supported by formal researchers, development actors and government as responsive,
sustainable and efficient means towards improving rural food security and reducing poverty.”

Walewale innovation fair

This innovation fair took place in the Gbani Community. The activity took the form of a well-
structured open market, giving all innovators the platform to showcase their products. The products
displayed included organic sheabutter and dawadawa condiment, sesame products, local foods
(walsa, petepete maasa, beancakes, porridge flour), ethnoveterinary medicines, animal feed
supplements and organic pesticides. Innovators from six neighbouring communities — Boayini,
Shellinvoya, Tinguri, Gbani, Guabuliga and Gbimsi — took part in the fair. Using a public address
system, each innovator gave an account of how s/he started the innovation and why, the innovation
process, benefits obtained and challenges faced. Innovators gave testimonies as follows:

Memunatu Amidu: “/ am able to generate enough income from the sale of my masa products”.

Madam Abiba: “My children no longer suffer from malnutrition and hunger because | feed them with
the biisi koko developed and sold by Ms Adibuno in the community. Through her innovation, we have
all learnt to prepare biisi koko, which makes our children grow healthier and stronger.”

Innovators took advantage of the opportunity to sell their
products to the people who attended. They also exchanged
contacts with the policymakers, development actors and
among themselves to facilitate information sharing and
marketing of their products. People who attended the FIF
included the Municipal Chief Executive (MCE) of West
Mamprusi Municipal, Regional Director of the Department
of Agriculture for North East Region, Municipal Director of
Agriculture for West Mamprusi and the Assemblyman for
the Tinguri/Gbani Electoral Area. Members of the local
multistakeholder platform of SULCI-FaNS — Joan, Scholastic,
Abubakari Shehu (Project Manager of Bangmarigu

Some innovation products exhibited in Walewale  Community Bank) and staff of CEAL (the local
implementing partner) — also attended the event. Media
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personnel from Eagle FM radio station in Walewale and North East Regional Correspondence of U-TV

covered and publicised the event in radio and print media.

In his opening remarks, the Chairman for the event indicated that food and nutrition insecurity were
the main challenge confronting the communities and therefore the SULCI-FaNS project approach and
the farmer innovation fairs should be taken seriously, as they provide sustainable solutions to local

food and nutrition problems.

In his closing remarks, the MCE said he has learned a
lot from this project each time he is invited to attend
its activities: “My attention was first drawn to local
innovations as sustainable solutions to our
developmental challenges when | was invited by
CEAL to participate in a policy dialogue, information
sharing and sensitization meeting at the Municipal
. Assembly under this project. | have since then
directed my planning officer to give special attention
to some of these innovations in our planning and
implementation of Medium Term Development Plan
(MTDP). The Municipal Assembly has now picked the
process of identifying promising local innovations for
possible support in all communities in the
Municipality.”

The Department of Agriculture Municipal Director

. stated: “Local innovation has gained the attention of
Officials visit the innovation stands in Walewale agricultural extension staff in the Municipality. My
field officers are now working more closely with CEAL

to improve compost making using locally available materials, promoting food and nutrition through
sensitisation of communities and training of women’s groups on preparation and consumption of
different local recipes. The local innovation approach, including organic fertilisation methods, would

likely save communities, as chemical fertilisers are getting more expensive and scarce.

The Chief of Kpabgu promised to support community members with land if they are able to come out
with innovative ideas that require land to enable them upscale their innovations. He thanked CEAL,
ACDEP and the farmer innovators for bringing this project to his community.

At the end of the fairs, the important role of farmer innovation was stressed and key ARD
stakeholders and decision-makers pledged renewed support for farmers’ initiatives that harness the
vast local resources and knowledge to improve food and incomes whilst preserving the fragile
ecosystem.
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