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PROLI-FANS PROJECT:PROGRESS REPORT FOR 1 FEBRUARY TO 30 APRIL 2018  

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
This quarterly progress report for Proli-FaNS is a consolidation of activities and outputs achieved by 
the project partners in the period from 1 February 2017 to 30 April 2018. The partners are Prolinnova 
Country Platforms (CPs) in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana and Kenya. The other partners 
are the Prolinnova subregional coordinators (SRCs) for the West &Central Africa and the Eastern 
&Southern Africa Prolinnova platforms, and the Prolinnova International Support Team (IST) based at 
the Royal Tropical Institute (KIT) in the Netherlands. The Association of Church-based Development 
Projects (ACDEP) in Ghana coordinates the project on behalf of the Prolinnovanetwork. 

The three objectives of the project are:  
1. Rural communities develop their innovative capacities to effectively improve food security, 

nutrition security and nutritional diversity. 
2. Women are more widely recognised as innovators and are supported in further developing their 

innovations, from which they control the benefits. 
3. Subregional Prolinnova platforms support CPs to develop capacity for collective learning, 

mobilising resources and effective policy dialogue. 
 

Staff changes within project coordination in Prolinnova–Ethiopia  

The national coordinator for Prolinnova–Ethiopia and the Proli-FaNS project, Hailu Araya, resigned in 
Aprilto concentrate on his full-time job. Hewas replaced in May 2018by a young women,BezaKifle. 
The National Steering Committee(NSC) with support fromAmanuel Assefa,SRC for Eastern and 
Southern Africa,isnow undertaking necessary measures and providing close support to the new 
coordinator to ensure that project management and field activities for Year 3 are not adversely 
affected in Ethiopia. ACDEP will send a formal communication to Misereor soon, providing details 
about decisions bythe Ethiopian NSC in consultation with the Prolinnova Oversight Group (POG) and 
ACDEPonthe project in Ethiopia in the light of the staff changes there. 

 

PROJECT FIELD ACTIVITIES OF THE COUNTRY PLATFORMS (CPS) 

1. FARMER-LED RESEARCH 

The activities in this regard involved continuation of support and facilitation ofparticipatory 
innovation development (PID) processes by innovators, dissemination of validated innovations and 
documentation of the PID processes and results for wider sharing and advocacy. The CPs’ detailed 
achievements are described below.  

Burkina Faso 

 Five joint experiments onfive selected innovations were further pursued by five women’s 
groups in the Gourcy and Gomponsom action-learning sites. The innovations investigatedare 
on food processing, nutritional enhancement for children and mothers, soil fertilisation with 
different types of bio-compost, and pest control in market vegetables using bio-pesticides. All 
five experiments have now been concluded and the project team was engaged in participatory 
evaluation and sharing the outcomes with community members. 

 Inter-group research visits were organised to the five PID locations with 45 actors in the joint 
research, including 25 persons from the technical services of agriculture, two from the 
government administration and four supervisors of the joint-research groups. Media coverage 
was provided by Community Radio of Yako, which broadcasts in four provinces: Passoré, 
Zandoma,Sourou and Boulkiemdé.The stakeholders were surprised to hear about 
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theknowledge and talentsthat farmers have on innovation and research in agriculture and 
livelihoods. These visits also served for policy dialogue and advocacy purposesso that partners 
in agricultural research and development (ARD) appreciate and mainstream the PID approach 
and provide greater support to farmer-led research and innovation. 

Cameroon  

 In April, eight local innovations were validated jointly by 22 participants (12 women, 10men), 
leading to selection oftwo of the innovations for PIDand dissemination. The innovations are:i) 
facilitating land re-ownership by farmers who lost their farmland because of population 
expansion, by a female innovator; andii) recycling unused harvest residues of cassava andmaize 
for feeding grasscutter rats and using their manure for fertiliser, by a female innovator.  

 Joint experiments on two innovations were continued involving data collection (by a student 
from the University of Dschang) on performance evaluation of breeding methods for bee 
colonies developed by a male innovator. The second experiment, by a married couple, is on 
removing the bitterness of chocolate using natron (a naturally occurring crystalline mixture of 
hydrous sodium carbonate and sodium bicarbonate), involving collaboration with Maroua 
University. Analysis and results will be ready for dissemination by the end of the next quarter 
(May–July 2018).  

Ethiopia 

 Purchase of baobab tree(Adansonia digitata) seed from farmers to preserve for propagation to 
harness the tree’s economic benefits 

 Preparations to control possible invasion of fall army worm by supplying knapsack sprayers, 
gloves, eye protectors and detergents to farmer innovators 

 Provision of chicken feed and roofing material for housing to innovators and giving them 
orientation on the feed-comparison experiments; innovators in women-headed households 
also received roofingmaterials to construct housing for their chickens  

 A technical workshop on the use and conservation of baobab trees in the Northwestern and 
Western Zones of Tigray was held in April in collaboration with Aksum University and other 
local stakeholders inthe Axum action-learning site. This was attended by 30 people from 
Aksum University, the Shire-May-TsebriAgricultural Research Centre, the HumeraAgriculture 
Research Centre, the District Office of Agriculture and Rural Development, local NGOs, the 
Northwestern Zonal Administration Agriculture Sector Coordinator and farmer representatives. 
Participants agreed to use and popularise the benefitsof baobab in order to conserve the tree 
and also agreed to promote its products at exhibitions.They agreed that short-term and long-
term proposals should be designed by all stakeholders, and that Aksum University should take 
the lead in collaborating with the Shire-May-Tsebri and HumeraAgricultural Research Centres 
in addressing the issues raised by the farmers.  

 An amount of 77,500 Birr, which is 50% of the CP’s budget for two quarters, was transferred 
into the account of the local implementing NGO (Alemberhan) at the EnebseSarMidiraction-
learning site for planned activities.  

Ghana 

 PID processes were fully completed for five out of six innovations selected. Since then, the 
innovators have been applying the improvements realised through joint experimentation and 
sharingthese with other community members. Anexperiment on storing dried cassava with 
different concentrations of chili pepper using two different methods is still being monitored 
untilthe next planting seasonto obtain the final results. In the next quarter, four additional sets 
of innovations will be selected and validated for PID in Year 3.  

 In April, two inter-site exchange visits between Bongo and Yendi action-learning sites were 
organised by the local implementing NGOs for innovators and other stakeholders in the local 
multistakeholder platforms (MSPs) to learn and share on local innovations at each site 
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including those developed through PID.In all, twenty-six innovators and MSP members (16 
women, 10 men) from the two learning sites undertook the exchange visits andexchanged 
ideas on 13innovations.Four membersof the Prolinnova–Ghana technical support teamand 126 
community members also took part in the two learning visits. At the end, Bongo innovators 
expressed interest to explore the improved soap-making and wasawasa foodinnovations 
undertaken in the Yendi site, while the latter group was keen to explore the improved 
sheabutter processing innovation and “Tree Chief” social innovation developed by Bongo 
innovators.  

 A guideline and application and vetting forms were designed for operatingLocal Innovation 
Support Facilities (LISFs) at theaction-learning sites, and orientationwas given to local MSPs 
and communities on these.Local LISF management committees with representation from key 
stakeholders have been set up for the full LISF process to commence from June 2018 onwards. 

Kenya  

 A total of eleven innovations (7 in the Kisumu site and 4 in Makueni) were identified for PID, 
joint experiments were planned with the innovators and are now underway. Five innovations 
are by women and six by men. Among the seven innovations being investigated in the Kisumu 
learning site is the hanging gardendeveloped by Jack Onege (see cover photo). This involves 
growing vegetables in containers hung from the roof of the house or from tree branches or 
modified structures to protect the plants from ruminant livestock, fowls or ants. The 
innovation makes efficient use of scarce water and space for cropping. Key research questions 
the innovator is seeking to explore in PID are:  
a. How does productivity (yield) compare with the normal open field garden? 
b. How do labour intensity and other factors of production compare with open field garden? 
c. How does the maturity span (botanical maturity) in the hanging garden compare with that 

in the open field garden? 

Currently,the farmer innovators are collecting data on the joint experiments on a daily basis 
with technical and organisation support from the LSC (Local Steering Committee) and the local 
NGO partners. The innovators are also involvedin monitoring and evaluation. Meanwhile, 
eleven new innovations have been validated at the two sites for the next set of PID processes. 
They again include five innovations by women and six by men.  

2. ADVOCACY 

Burkina Faso 

 Innovative farmers have been organised into networks, MSP and research support groups to 
carry out advocacy actions with municipal and provincial authorities. 

Cameroon 

 The CP worked on deepening and consolidating partnerships between farmers and ARD 
institutions that would contribute to institutionalising the PID approach. This included 
collaboration with the University of Dschang and the ACEFA programme (ACEFA is a joint 
programme of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Livestock); collaboration with the 
University of Maroua (polytechnic school) on PID;and collaboration with the Yaoundé 1 
University to use their laboratory to analyse necessary elements for the joint experimentation. 

Ethiopia 

 Farmer innovators from the Mertulamariam action-learning site were organised to present their 
experiences at the Regional University Council meeting inAmhara Regional State.  

 The Bureau of Science and Technology of Tigray Regional State is running a project on awarding 
best scientific and local technologies. The Bureau has set up a committee with members from 
the TigrayBureau of Agriculture, the Tigray Agricultural Research Institute and Aksum University 
to consider including awards to women innovators under Prolinnova–Ethiopia. 
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Kenya  

 On 23 February, Prolinnova–Kenya in collaboration with Makueni LSC and local farmer 
innovators held aFarmer Innovation Fair in Makueni. It attracted 192 participants and various 
organisations, including the Proli-FaNS project implementing partners (World Neighbors and 
INADES Formation Kenya);the Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization (KALRO); 
Hand in Hand East Africa, a local NGO;Kasikeu Water Resource Users Association; and national 
and Makueni County Government departments. The majority of the innovators who took part 
and exhibited their innovations came from the two action-learning sites.The local leaders and 
government officials gave certificates of recognition to a total of 18 deserving innovators (10 
women and 8 men).  

 
3. DOCUMENTATION 

Burkina Faso 

 Fifteen innovations selected for joint experiments and dissemination have been documented in 
products such as fact sheets and posters and shared with the producers during community 
sharing events and visits to the experimental and innovation sites. We noted that any 
documentation must be adapted to the type of users and the needs of the community involved. 

Ghana 

 Guidelines for PID process documentation were shared with Proli-FaNS CPs and local 
implementing NGOsin Ghana to document their PID processes and outcomes. So far, four of the 
six PID processes have been documented using the guidelines.  

 A short video documentary was produced by ACDEP on the sheabutter innovation in the Bongo 
action-learning site and copies of the video shared with the local NGO and the community 
involved. The documentary has also been posted on YouTube (https://youtu.be/oFXE2KBFN4) 
and linked to the Prolinnova website and Prolinnova–Ghana page. It is expected that the video 
will attract more local and external buyers to buy the improved sheabutter. A second video 
documentary is being planned for the soap-making innovation at the Yendi site, to be filmed 
inthe next quarter (May–July).  

Kenya  

 Documentation of the innovations is ongoing and a draft brochure on the identified innovations 
is expected to be ready in July 2018. The innovators, the implementing partners and the LSC are 
doing the documentation jointly. It will include a policy brief that will highlight some of the 
innovations and PID cases undertaken. A video of the farmer innovation fair is being finalised to 
supportprocesses of promoting local innovation and related advocacy work.  

 

4. PROJECT COORDINATION AND MONITORING 

Burkina Faso 

 PROFEIS (Promoting Farmer Experimentation and Innovation in the Sahel) Burkina Faso and the 
Burkina Faso NSC undertook monitoring and sensitisation onthe Farmer-led Research Networks 
(FaReNe) and Proli-FaNS projects and other projects of PROFEIS Burkina Faso and developed 
management and operation tools for the CP and the project technical team to ensure effective 
implementation of PROFEIS Burkina Faso activities. 

Cameroon 

 The major part of monitoring and evaluation (M&E) workconsisted in supervising the data 
collection by twouniversity students on two PID processes; this engaged the students in learning 
about local innovation and PID. M&E was also centred on following up on innovators and 
innovations that were validated by the local platform. 

https://youtu.be/oFXE2KBFN48
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Ethiopia 

 The NSC met several times to discuss replacement of the Prolinnova–Ethiopia coordinator, Hailu 
Araya, who resigned his post in April. The NSC is giving priority attention to a female candidate 
for the replacement, to improve gender balance in the CP administration. 

Ghana 

 The CP coordinator and M&E focal person made three monitoring visits to the action-learning 
sites to backstop activities related to promoting local innovation and PID. Local implementing 
NGOs also involved members of their local MSPs in the monthly reviews, planning and providing 
technical support that enabledmen and women farmers to further improve and share their 
innovations withother local farmers and other communities. The Project Coordinator worked 
together with Ann Waters-Bayer and Chesha Wettasinha of the IST, the SRCs and Prolinnova–
Kenya to plan and prepare for the Proli-FaNS partners / African CPs’regional workshop(referred 
to here as the African Partners Meeting) scheduled for 22–25 May in Nairobi. This included 
purchase of air tickets for participants, sharing workshop and logistical information, and 
preparing the agenda and guidelines for presentations. 

Kenya  

 LSC meetings in Kisumu and Makueni were conducted in April to discuss various coordination, 
experimentation and project implementation issues.  

 AnNSC meeting was held on 10 April to discuss matters on resource mobilisation, the 
forthcoming AfricanPartners Meeting, Prolinnova–Kenya (PK) membership and Proli-FaNS 
coordination and implementation. 

 On 12 April, the CP coordinator, Vincent Mariadho, and Makonge Righa from World Neighbors 
visited the INADES Formation offices in Machakos to discuss matters on the PID process in 
Makueniand documentation of PID cases, among other project issues. 

 Monitoring was done regularly by the CP coordinator and the NSC atthe national level andby the 
LSCs / local NGOs at the field level. Joint monitoring and backstopping of PID was done in April 
with PK partners from KALRO. 

 
PROLINNOVA SUBREGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

West and Central Africa Prolinnova Platform (WeCAPP) 

Policy dialogue and networking 

No direct policy dialogue activities were undertaken at the subregional level. However, technical 
advice and supportwas offered to the CPsfor implementation of their projects and programmes such 
as Proli-FaNS, FaReNe and PROFEIS, which will provide outputs touse topublish articles and blogs for 
strengthening policy dialogue at both the national and the subregional level. 

Documentation 

The SRC for West & Central Africa (WCA) worked with Amanuel Assefa, the SRC for Eastern & 
Southern Africa,with additional support from Ann Waters-Bayer, on formulating the objectives and 
agenda regardingProlinnova regionalisation issues for the third day (24 May) of the African Partners 
Meeting in Nairobi.Healso translated the documents into French, as well as the agenda of the first 
two days (22–23 May) developed by the Proli-FaNS project coordinator (Joe Nchor) andshared these 
with the CPs of the WCA subregion. He also translated into French and shared with the francophone 
CPs the guidelines developed by the Project Coordinator for documenting PID processes, to support 
implementation of the Proli-FaNS and FaReNe projects in Mali and Burkina Faso and the PROFEIS 
project in Mali.  

The SRC drafted a Charter for the subregional platform, and translated and shared it with CPs in the 
subregion. The first draft received comments and inputs from Ann Waters-Bayer, Jean-Marie Diop, 



 
Proli-FaNS progress report Feb–Apr 2018 

7 

Christophe Ouattara, Jean BoscoEtoa, Djibril Thiam and NaaminongKarbo, leading to an improved 
version for review and adoption at the African Partners Meeting. The SRC also reviewed and 
translated two new Prolinnova guidelines into French: guidelines for international publications within 
the Prolinnova network and guidelines for the development, evaluation and submission of concept 
notes and proposals within the Prolinnova network. To strengthen dissemination about Proli-FaNS, 
the SRC helped share a video produced by Prolinnova–Ghana on PID on sheabutter processing and 
marketing on the Facebook and Twitter pages of the WCA subregion.He also translated three Power-
Point presentations of the FaReNe project prepared by Laurens van Veldhuizen (KIT) to be uploaded 
on the Sphaera platform set up by the McKnight Foundation. 

All the documents developed or co-developed, translated into French and shared with the CPs in the 
WCA subregion and other actors, have contributed to improve the access and responsivenessof CPs 
of the subregionto information. 

Monitoring and evaluation 

The SRC made regular phone calls and exchanged emails with the CPs in the Proli-FaNS project to 
monitor field progress at their action-learning sites and to encourage them to follow the project 
guidelines for the implementation and documentation of local innovations and PID processes. He 
paid particular attention to the Cameroon platform,in the light of the observations made during his 
recent backstopping visit to that country. The overall trend in the WCA subregion is that the Proli-
FaNS CPshave made considerable efforts in implementation and documentation of their PID cases. 

Fundraising 

No major action was taken for raise fundsduring thequarter. However, there are plans to work on a 
multi-CP proposal for the WCA subregion during the next quarter.  

Eastern and Southern Africa Prolinnova Platform (ESAPP) 

Governance and networking 

 The SRC reviewed two sets of guidelines onpreparing Prolinnova proposals and concept notes 
and on international publication of articles. The guidelines were circulated to all ESAPP 
members and the comments collected led to a final guideline which was shared with all. 

 A draft charter for ESAPP was prepared that included rationale, naming, membership, 
governance, fundraising and conflict management. This draft was shared with ESAPP 
members for comments. The document will be presentedat the African Partners Meeting in 
Mayfor discussion and approval. 

 Support was provided to improve the governance and project coordination of Prolinnova–
Ethiopia following the resignation of Hailu Araya as Prolinnova / Proli-FaNS coordinator.The 
SRC assisted the NSC members to find appropriate candidates through head-hunting, which 
led to the appointment of a young women, BezaKifle, with good potential to learn.  

Documentation 

A subregional brochure on ESAPP was completed and shared with the CPs in the subregion for 
comments; the final versionwill soon be released. Becausethe CPs did not send appropriate and 
good-quality photos and written texts, the original plan to prepare an innovation catalogue was 
changed tomaking a brochure.  

Monitoring and evaluation 

The SRC worked closely together with the IST (Chesha and Ann) and the WeCAPP coordinator 
(Georges Djohy) in preparing for the African Partners Meeting in May in Nairobi as follows: 

 Preparing a short proposal to raise supplementary funds from Misereor to cover participants 
from African CPs not involved in on-the-ground Proli-FaNS activities 
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 Sharing of documentation and workshop information to participants from CPs in the subregion 

 Preparing a concept note and agenda on subregional and regionalisation issues for the third day 
of the meeting. 

The SRC also worked with his colleague in theWeCCAP to design a reporting format for CPs to 
compile and submit annual Prolinnova network reports (in addition to the Proli-FaNS reports). This 
has already improved the quality of the reports. 

Fundraising   

A proposal on livestock and PID for submission through ILRI (International Livestock Research 
Institute) to GIZ(German Agency for International Cooperation) was successfully completed. 
Unfortunately, because of poor coordination between the ILRI offices in Ethiopia and Kenya, the ILRI 
management in Nairobi submitted another proposal. This resulted in rejection of the one submitted 
to the Ethiopia office, sinceaninternational research centre cannot submit two proposals to GIZ. 
ESAPP is now planning to repackage its proposal and submit it to other donors with a particular 
interest in the topic. 

Conclusion 

ESAPP as a subregional network is making good progress over time. However, fundraising and 
engagement of the taskforce members of the subregional network still need much improvement. It is 
anticipated that the drafted charter of ESAPP will help strengthen the subregional network. Active 
engagement of the taskforce members and more efforts to raise funds will make the network 
sustainable. Major decisions to be taken in the African Partners Meeting in May in Nairobi are 
expected to provide directions for improvement. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT TEAM AT KIT 

The following is a summary of the activities undertaken by the Prolinnova International Support 
Team (IST) at KIT, comprising Chesha Wettasinha and Ann Waters-Bayer. Their main inputs this 
quarter were in preparations for the African Partners Meeting (i.e. Proli-FaNS annual partners 
meeting and the African CPs’ regionalisation meeting)as well as the POG meeting, all scheduled for 
the period 22–25 May in Nairobi. In addition, they also provided regular support to the Proli-FaNS 
coordinator at ACDEP and to the two Prolinnova SRCs in Africa.  

African Partners Meeting, 22–24 May, Nairobi 

Ann and Chesha supported Joe in planning the two-day meeting (22–23 May) of Proli-FaNS CP 
partners. This was mainly content-related and included suggestions on the key aspects to be covered 
in the meeting, several rounds of feedback for drafting and improving the agenda, suggestions for 
facilitating sessions, ideas on what the partners should prepare ahead of the meeting and feedback 
on the guidelines (for presentations and posters) to be sent to the partners. They also gave Joe some 
practical tips on several logistical issues that arose in the course of planning the Proli-FaNS meeting. 

Ann and Chesha supported the Proli-FaNS partner in Kenya – World Neighbors (WN) – which had 
volunteered to host the series of meetings in Nairobi. A major input was in finding funds so that the 
CPs not involved in Proli-FaNS fieldwork could participate in the African Partners Meeting. Ann’s 
intervention opened up a possibility to obtain some additional funding from Misereor; she also 
supported the SRCs and WN staff in drafting and submitting a proposal to Misereor. In addition, Ann 
and Chesha gave suggestions to WN to help sort out numerous logistical and administrative issues 
that arose in the process of organising the series of meetings. 

Ann and Chesha engaged in discussions with the two SRCs regarding the content of the regional 
meeting (24 May), the agenda and the necessary preparations. They provided feedback on the draft 
agenda and documents (subregional charters) that were being prepared by the SRCs.  
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General support to Proli-FaNS coordinator and Prolinnova SRCs for Africa  

In addition to the above, Ann and Chesha provided support to Joe, Georges and Amanuel, mainly 
through email, as and when needed. This included:  

- Improving links between Georges and the FaReNe project coordinator at KIT and supporting 
Georges to facilitate participation of FaReNe partners in the Nairobi meetings; this support 
included a meeting at the University of Hohenheimbetween Ann and Bettina Haussmann, 
contact scientist with McKnight Foundation for FaReNe, to find ways to facilitate mutual 
learning between the Proli-FaNS and FaReNe projects, both of which are under the umbrella 
of the Prolinnova network; 

- Providing comments to Georges on his back-to-office reports about his visits to Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Mali and Senegal and on his 2017 summary report on Prolinnova CP activities in 
West & Central Africa; 

- Supporting Amanuel in preparing a development-oriented research proposal for GIZ; 
- Providing comments to Georges on his French translations of all Prolinnova documents; 
- Providing advice to Amanuel in seeking a solution for the lack of progress and accountability 

in the Proli-FaNS project in Ethiopia and the coordination of the Ethiopia CP; 
- Helping Georges and Amanuel in drafting a new format for annual reporting by CPs; 
- Providing comments to Joe on the application form and vetting criteria to accompany the 

guidelines for operating the LISF; 
- Providing the SRCs with information about potential sources of funding through calls for 

proposals and linking them with relevant partners. 

Coordination and management support 

- Project reporting: Chesha prepared a short narrative report on the activities undertaken by 
the team at KIT in the period November 2017 to January 2018. She also supported the 
financial officer at KIT to prepare the financial report for that period.  

- Proli-FaNSreports: Ann and Chesha gave feedback to Joe on the quarterly reports (Nov 2017–
Jan 2018) of the project partners. They discussed the challenges faced by Joe in getting the 
quarterly reports from some of the partners in time and offered tips that could help him in 
the next round. They helped Joe with content and editorial support on the consolidated 
report for the period.  

- Proli-FaNS webpage: Annie (at the International Institute of Rural Reconstruction in the 
Philippines) and Ann continued to provide support to the CPs in preparing and uploading 
news and documents onto the Prolinnova webpage. 

- Long-distance support to the CPs and ACDEP: Ann and Chesha maintained communication, 
mainly through e-mail, with ACDEP and the CP partners and supported them as and when 
necessary on Proli-FaNS implementation and reporting. 

- Preparation of POG meeting: Ann and Chesha prepared the minutes of the POG meeting (by 
Zoom) of 7 February and circulated it to the members together with the list of action points. 
They worked with the POG co-chairs in organising a one-day POG meeting immediately after 
the other two meetings in Nairobi, for those POG members who could travel to Nairobi on 
their own funds. The preparations included following up on the action points of the previous 
meeting, drawing up an agenda, compiling the background documents and communicating 
with the POG members on several issues needing clarification before the meeting.  

Conclusion 

Good progress was achieved with respect to farmer-led research (PID) by CPs in the quarter. Policy-
dialogue activities will be stepped up in the final year of the project to bring field processes and 
outcomes to the attention of policymakers and ARD partners to ensure their support for farmer-led 
research and innovation. Little was achieved by CPs interms of localfundraising to supplement Proli-
FaNS project funding for activities to promote local innovation and PID, because few funding 
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opportunities arose. In this reporting period, the CPs did not face a delay in receiving funds from 
ACDEP because of their own delays in reporting to ACDEP.Therefore, field implementation was 
unimpeded. The African Partners Workshop (i.e. annual Proli-FaNS partners meeting and the 
AfricanCPs’regional meeting) scheduled for 22–25 May in Nairobi will offer great opportunities for 
mutual learning to improve field implementation, advocacy, fundraising and regional networking in 
the last year of the Proli-FaNS project. 

Further progress was made towards establishinga Prolinnova–Africanetwork through the work of the 
two SRCs and the taskforces for the emerging subregional platforms. The CPs are becoming better 
coordinated and networked within each subregion and between the two subregions. Access to 
information and cross-sharing and learning among the CPs within the subregions has increased 
tremendously, likewise technical support by the SRCs for Proli-FaNS implementation and Prolinnova 
governance within the CPs. The speedy and high-quality work of the SRC for West & Central Africa in 
making English–French translation of documents and mail messages has greatly improved 
communication between the anglophone and francophone partners in Africa. However, not much 
hasyet been achievedon fundraising through submission of proposals by the SRCs to support not only 
PID activities of the CPs but also mutual learning and joint policy dialogue at subregional or regional 
level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prolinnova’scopyleft statement: 

Anyone may use the innovations described in this report and may modify or develop them further, provided that 
the modified or further developed innovations or any follow-up innovations, of which the innovations described 
here are elements, are likewise freely available and include this proviso. 


