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Francophone West African Workshop on Approaches to Farmer-Led Research
(12-14 May 2015, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso)

We — representatives of five countries in West Africa, of producer organisations, national and international
research institutions, national and international development organisations, technical and financial partners
— met on 12-14 May 2015 prior to the West Africa Farmer Innovation Fair (French acronym: FIPAQ). The
workshop was co-organised by PRoLINNOVAL / PROFEIS2, Misereor partners in West Africa, AgriProFocus West
Africa, the Collaborative Crop Research Program (CCRP) of the McKnight Foundation in West Africa, the CGIAR
Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS) in West Africa and the partners
of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

The workshop had three objectives:

1. to draw lessons on approaches to farmer-led research in the context of agricultural development in
francophone West Africa;

2. to formulate recommendations for the future in terms of research methodologies, their application and
dissemination of results;

3. to set up and reinforce networking with a view to putting family farms and their needs (constraints and
opportunities) at the centre of agricultural research in development in francophone West Africa.

At the end of the workshop, the participants formulated the following recommendations:

Governments (decision-makers)

e Institutionalise research by and with men and women farmers within the national and subnational
agricultural strategies and policies, while recognising the importance and value of local innovation

e Assure access to national funds for research by and with men and women farmers to support
smallholder farmer innovation

e Set up a national support fund for research by and with men and women farmers, where such a fund
does not already exist

e Provide space for representation of smallholder farmers in the governing bodies of research
institutions.

Formal researchers
e Consider men and women farmers as innovators and legitimate partners in agricultural research and
no longer simply as recipients of the results
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Strengthen researchers’ capacities in approaches to farmer-led research, with a view to changing
attitudes and behaviour in favour of collaboration with farming communities.

Technical and financial partners

Engage, as much as possible over a long term, in supporting initiatives in participatory innovation
development (PID)

Facilitate access of smallholder farmer organisations, formal researchers and trainers to funding for
farmer-led research.

Smallholder farmer organisations

e Promote approaches to research led by men and women farmers within all smallholder farmer
organisations in the subregion

e Strengthen the capacity of smallholder farmer organisations in advocacy with decision-makers

e Assure a strong representation of smallholder farmer organisations in advocacy in favour of
institutionalising farmer-led research approaches.

e Contribute to a support fund for smallholder farmer innovation by mobilising financial resources
generated through agricultural activities.
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AGRIFAM (Agriculture familiale et Sécurité alimentaire) Bénin / WECARD (West and Central African Council for
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