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PROLINNOVA ‐India became part of the international network, officially in 2012 though formed in 2011. It 
joined the partners in Nepal and Cambodia and ETC Netherlands, in developing a proposal that was 
awarded a grant by Misereor in Germany. In January 2012, PROLINNOVA India began implementation of 
the regional project called “Local Innovation and Experimentation for Climate Change Adaptation” 
(LINEX‐CCA) together with ,  PROLINNOVA ‐ Cambodia,  PROLINNOVA ‐ Nepal and PROLINNOVA ’s International 
Secretariat  in the Netherlands. The project contract is held by CEDAC, PROLINNOVA‐Cambodia’s lead 
NGO, for a period of three years. Work on participatory innovation development and joint 
experimentation has begun with the resources made available by this project. 

In March 2012, Sonali Bisht, country coordinator of PROLINNOVA ‐India participated in the PROLINNOVA 
International Partners Workshop (IPW) raising own funds for travel. Sonali  participated actively in the 
sessions and was enriched by the experiences, learning, strategy and action of the participating 
colleagues from other Prolinnova country platforms. Since  Sonali  was also member of the organising 
committee of the  Global Conference on Agricultural Research and Development ( GCARD 2) hosted by 
GFAR to be held in November 2012,   she presented the  GCARD 2 process  and the opportunities it 
offered  for organisations working with smallholder farmers to influence policy at global level with 
regard to agricultural research and development. Innovation in agriculture was a major theme of 
GCARD2 along with foresight and partnership. At the World Café session during the IPW, GCARD 2 was 
offered by Sonali Bisht as an opportunity for participation and involvement.  

The inception meeting of LINEX‐CCA was also held during the IPW which offered the opportunity to 
meet with the coordinators of Nepal and Cambodia and to plan for 2012, especially for carrying out the 
baseline surveys in the three countries. The meeting was supported by members of the PROLINNOVA  IST. 

In April 2012, the Steering Committee of LINEX‐CCA which also includes PROLINNOVA ‐ India members met 
to discuss PROLINNOVA , furthering of its objectives as well as the project initiation and implementation. 
The short films on Prolinnova and its experiences were shared with group. What could be done in the 
Indian context was discussed with an action plan for collaboration. 

As a follow up, some innovations made by farmers with whom PROLINNOVA ‐India members work were 
collected as case studies for sharing and dissemination. 

Chesha Wettasinha, member of the PROLINNOVA  IST and backstopper for the LINEX‐CCA  project visited 
India from 14‐27 November  2012. During her visit, besides backstopping of the project, meetings were 
held with members of PROLINNOVA  , including stakeholders,  NGOs, research Institutions and individuals. 
A detailed visit and interaction was undertaken with the Director and scientists of the Vivekananda 
Parvatiya Krishi Anusandhan Kendra(VPKAS) and India Council of Agriculture institution mandated for 
agriculture research in mountain areas in the north‐western part of India.  Discussions were held on 



partnering with other stakeholders to reach and support the small‐ holder farmers in the mountainous 
dsitricts of the central and north‐west Himalayan region. 

Sonali and Chesha paid courtesy visits to funding agencies such as Ford Foundation and ICCO in India for 
furthering PROLINNOVA’s work in India. Ford Foundation has changed its funding policies which do not 
overlap anymore with the type of work that PROLINNOVA is doing. Since none of the senior staff in ICCO 
were available, we left some information and contact details behind for follow up. . Earlier in the year, a 
concept note was sent to Lemelson Foundation USA which was followed up but received no show of 
interest or response. A pre‐proposal to the Mountain Research Institute also met the same fate. 
However, the coordinator of PROLINNOVA  India received sponsorship from APAARI to participate in the 
International PROLINNOVA  Partners workshop in Bamako, Mali. The efforts to raise funds for PROLINNOVA 
India continue. In fact, Sonali and Chesha received a positive response from Dr. Raj Paroda, when they 
visited him on 26 November – he was very interested in supporting Prolinnova India to make further 
steps and requested Sonali to submit a short concept note for further discussion. 

The International Farmer Innovation Day was celebrated at INHERE Training Centre, Chinoni on 29 
November .Government officials, farmers and NGO members discussed the need for and the 
importance of farmer innovation and knowledge creation with the participation of farmers.  

On 6 December , on behalf of PROLINNOVA  and LINEX‐CCA, Sonali Bisht participated in the Indian Budget 
Initiative which among other aspects explored the requirement of budget allocation in the face of 
climate change that is having serious effects on rural poor and agricultural populations in  India. 

On 11 December, the occasion of International Mountain Day celebration by the Mountain India Peoples 
Forum in association with Food and Agriculture(FAO) office in Delhi, Sonali Bisht made a presentation of 
work being done through PROLINNOVA  and the LINEX‐CCA project to create innovative adaptive 
communities for sustainable agricultural development in the Himalayan region. In a sea of macro 
presentations, this field‐ based work and effort with smallholder mountain farmers was much 
appreciated. 

A concept note of a strategy for further promoting PROLINNOVA in India has been prepared and shared 
with members of the IST for further development. This will be followed up in 2013. 
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