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Getting genuine seeds in Uganda is really a gamble. Some farmers have been pushed out of the rather 
promising sector after spending their fortunes buying sub standard farm inputs from some unscrupulous 
operators of agro-shops across the country. Efforts by the Ministry of Agriculture and the National Bureau 
of Standards to tame people who sell fake inputs like seeds and herbicides have not yielded tangible 
results. The operations are periodic and the unscrupulous dealers are slippery, always on alert to survive 
in their evil dealings. 

However, some farmers like Ziboimu Kakembo of Kasejjere Village in Kikandwa, Mityana District, did not 
give up farming. Using indigenous knowledge, he has become a household innovator who supplies locally 
sourced and packed seeds of various plants to farmers in and around the district. Mr. Kakembo has 
specialised in producing and selling seeds of tomatoes, egg plants, maize and beans. He uses local 
implements like saucepans to mash and wash tomato and egg plant seeds, before drying and separating 
the best seeds and packing them. "My innovation has satisfied many farmers who come here on a daily 
basis to buy or book my seeds.” Mr. Kakembo says," Mr. Kakembo says. 

Mr. Kakembo, a prominent tomatoes farmer, said he 
now prefers selling tomato seeds than fresh tomatoes. 
He said a box of fresh tomatoes fetches between 
Shs30,000/= and Shs140,000/= depending on the 
season, compared to Shs200,000/= he gets from seeds 
extracted from the same quantity of tomatoes. Mr. 
Kakembo's efforts have now been recognised and 
supplemented by Prolinnova Uganda, which supports 
local innovations in agriculture and natural resource 
management. The organisations that partner with local 
agencies like Environmental Alert, Kulika and the 
Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries, 
has heightened efforts to support innovators in Mityana 
District, to fight poverty and promote food security. 

Mr. Moses Sekate, the coordinator of the project says, 
Prolinnova's intention is to promote participatory 

innovation approach in agricultural research and development, where farmers lead in all experiments. 
"New ideas like seed preservation are experimented and concluded by the farmers. We supplement their 
efforts by giving them tools and additional knowledge to improve their work," Mr. Sekate said. 

He said Prolinnova, which operates in several countries in Africa, on several occasions has sponsored 
exchange visits for farmers to enable them share ideas and knowledge regarding local innovation to 
improve agricultural productivity. Mr Sekate said, apart from supporting Kikandwa Environmental 
Association, where Mr Kakembo is a member, they work with farmers' groups like Lukwanga Farmers' 
Group in Wakiso District and Bakyala Twekembe in Masaka District, in areas of innovations in seed 
production and preservation, enhancing soil fertility using organic methods, and weed control among 
other ideas. 

"Prices of some of the imported herbicides and fertilisers are not affordable to the majority of farmers yet 
some have devastating side effects on soils and plants. The local innovations we have been promoting 
among farmers, have kept them in business," Mr Sekate said. Another beneficiary, Ms Margaret 
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Nabatanzi, is now producing juice, pop mara (similar to 
pop corn), porridge flour and sauce out of seeds of 
amarathus (doodo). 

Besides exhibiting at the annual Agriculture Trade Fair at 
Jinja, she recently visited Ethiopia where she showcased 
her products. Like Mr Kakembo, Ms Nabatanzi's main 
challenge is modern packaging and branding to be able 
to compete in the market. Her efforts have been rewarded 
by the National Agricultural Advisory Services who gave 
her a modern machine that mills the doodo seeds into 
flour. 

Like Mr Kakembo, Ms Nabatanzi's main challenge is 
modern packaging and branding to be able to compete on 
the market that wants value added products. Mr John 
Kaganga, the leader of Kikandwa Environmental 

Association said the impact of the project has improved environment management, increased farmers' 
incomes, created jobs and added on the nutrition of households. 
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