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INTRODUCTION 

Iles de Paix–Tanzania extended an invitation to the Prolinnova–Tanzania Platform to 
participate in a Local Seed & Food Fair on 30 August 2019 in Karatu District, Arusha Region. 
This event was one of the activities of the Iles de Paix–Tanzania, Mtandao wa Vikundi vya 
Wakulima Tanzania (MVIWATA, National Network of Farmers’ Groups in Tanzania)–
Arusha and RECODA (Research, Community and Organizational Development Associates) 
co-implementing the sustainable agriculture programme in Karatu District, locally called the 
“Kilimo Endelevu Program”. The event was part of the seed advocacy and sensitisation 
strategy of this programme and was co-organised with the partners Tanzanian Organic 
Agriculture Movement (TOAM), Tanzanian Association for Biodiversity (TABIO), African 
Centre for Biodiversity (ACBio), World Vegetable Center, Participatory Ecological Land Use 
Management (PELUM)–Tanzania, ECHO East Africa Centre, Mount Meru Sustainable Land 
(MESULA) and the Tropical Pesticides Research Institute (TPRI) in Tanzania (see Plate 1). 

The objectives of the fair were to: (1) Gather and reach farmers in Karatu District to celebrate 
the value of local varieties and to raise awareness on the threats placed on multiplying farmer 
managed seeds and the implications of these threats; (2) Give farmers avenue to voice their 
opinions and formulate their own policy priorities in the matter; (3) Put farmers and 
stakeholders who chaperone the continued existence of local varieties in Karatu in the 
spotlight and recognise their role as food ambassadors; (4) Present an opportunity to showcase 
and exchange farmer-managed seeds by demonstrating traditional dishes of Karatu District 
making use of local varieties; (5) Debate on Seed Freedom; and (6) Set up an advocacy agenda 
by farmers on this topic. 
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Plate 1: Implementers and conveners of Local Seed & Food Fair in Karatu District, Arusha Region 
 
 
KEY LEARNINGS  

The key learnings during the Local Seed & Food Fair could be classified into organisational 
process, the role of culture, selection of key speakers and the attendees, advocacy and 
sensitisation message-delivery methods, and local innovation and innovations. 

The organisational process  

The organisers arranged the fair to start with icebreaking about the subject by the leaders of 
MVIWATA, followed by the key speeches of policy- and decision-makers and authorities of 
the government. The displays of the innovations by farmers and like-minded organisations 
showcased the relevance and importance attached to local seed and food innovations, local 
knowledge and culture. The event included secondary students’ role-play debate on local 
versus formally improved seeds, presentations from academia, farmer panellists’ dialogue 
complemented by discussion with the audience of general observers, and deliberations on the 
Local Seed & Food Fair based on farmers’ perspectives. Finally, there was a response from 
the government representative on creating an enabling policy environment for promoting local 
seeds and nutritional innovations. The key learning events of the day are presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Arrangement of Local Seed & Food Fair   

 
The role of culture 

The people’s culture is a part of promoting seed and food security. A socially relaxing cultural 
dance was exhibited as an important and exciting moment in the event to enhance rapport and 
confidence of the society members with the external experts and others from outside their 
cultural environment (Plate 2). Happiness in people and sustained interest in an intervention is 
gained by integrating and respecting the local people’s endogenous culture in the events. 

 

Plate 2: Cultural dance exhibition  
 

Key learning events of the day  
Icebreaking by MVIWATA leaders & civil society representatives  
Government agriculture authorities (Regional Agriculture Advisor & Ministry of Agriculture Assistant 
Director Crop Development) 
Opening Remarks by Arusha’s Regional Administrative Secretary (guest of honour)  
Seed & food innovations showcase and exchange and exhibition of other relevant stakeholders 
Secondary students’ role-play debate on farmer-managed seed  
Social time: cultural dance show  
Research findings presentations by academia 
Farmer panel: Policy debate on “Seed Freedom” 
General audience: complementary discussion  
Local Seed & Food Fair conclusions & farmers’ perspectives/recommendations 
Government response to the recommendations  
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Selection of key speakers and attendees 

The key speakers invited for the event were from National Network of Farmers’ Groups in 
Tanzania, the organisers from the civil society organisations (CSOs), government authorities 
(regional administration, regional agricultural advisors, national crop development directorate, 
secondary school students, a representative from the research organisation (TPRI), a 
representative from academia (Nelson Mandela African Institute of Science & Technology) 
and panellists from the farming community. 

The attendees included exhibitors from the community, co-organising organisations, 
innovators, businesses, entrepreneurs, farmers and research organisations. The general 
audience that learnt and took part in the discussions included a huge group of farmers from 
Karatu and representatives from different parts of Tanzania and other countries, business and 
entrepreneurs in agricultural value chains, like-minded CSOs, district, ward and village 
agricultural advisors and the media. 

Advocacy and sensitisation message-delivery methods  

Advocacy and sensitisation were by presentations from academia and farmers of the 
biological, social and economic facts. The research findings and ongoing efforts by research 
and academia in recognising the local seeds and food systems were presented and triangulated 
by the farming community panellists and the general audience, the secondary students’ role 
play and showcasing the local seeds and food recipe innovations. 

Local innovation and innovations 

The implementation process of the sustainable agriculture programme in Karatu District in this 
fair was intended to increase the feasibility of local innovation and innovations in the 
community for food and nutrition security. This is evident from the farmers’ participation in 
showcasing diverse production and nutritional innovations, which included seeds, animal 
breeds, medicinal and processed food products, and cultivation implements (Plate 3). 
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Plate 3: Showcasing diversity in local seeds, fruits and vegetables 
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Plate 4: Display and demonstration of locally fabricated conservation-agriculture planter   
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Plate 5: Showcasing local healthy food recipe innovations  
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Farmers’ calls to government authorities 

The local seeds are easily accessible to all farmers, have the nutritional content and taste 
needed for healthy food and are productive when good husbandry such as soil fertilisation 
using manure and crop rotation are applied. Some of the clear calls by farmers to the 
Government were:  

v As the agricultural policy of Tanzania of 2013 is under revision, the Government 
should clearly recognise the role of local seeds in food and nutrition security, and 
strategise to support the promotion of smallholder farmers’ seed systems.  

v In formulation of policy and subsequent laws and regulations, the role of smallholder 
farmers should be recognised through their participation to capture their perspectives 
in these development documents for ensured seeds and food freedom. 

v A budget for supporting smallholder farmers’ seed systems should be allocated, which 
would allow farmers to improve and manage their seed systems and to share 
knowledge and their seeds in developing society’s sovereign seed and food systems. 

v Towards accelerating smallholder agriculture development, the government budget 
should incorporate such sharing of information and knowledge between farmers, 
agricultural science experts, and policy- and decision-makers for the common 
agriculture development effort. 

Insights for the Prolinnova–Tanzania platform from the fair  

The Local Seed & Food Fair in Karatu District of Arusha Region provided the following 
insights for the Prolinnova–Tanzania platform: 

v In agricultural development processes and for the livelihoods of the majority of 
smallholder farmers and the community at large, local knowledge and innovation have 
significant roles to play in Tanzania.  

v There is clear evidence that a huge range of relevant innovations exist to be tapped in 
promoting the sustainable development of smallholder agriculture value chains and the 
sustainable livelihoods of smallholder farmers.  

v The fair revealed the significance of advocacy and the organisation of a multi-
stakeholder platform in Tanzania in promoting local innovation and innovations. 

v From the calls made by the farmers during the fair, it is clearly evident that Tanzania 
needs agricultural development policies that leverage the local farmers’ knowledge, 
ideas and perspectives with those promoted in the “modern” agricultural development 
approach. This would certainly accelerate Tanzania’s pace towards achieving the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 1: No Poverty; SDG 2: Zero Hunger; SDG3: 
Good Health & Well-Being for People; SDG 13: Climate Action; as well as SDG 15: 
Life on Land. 


